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Heroes spotlights everyday hap-
pmms that don’t make the head-

lines. If you have a story you'd
Iike to share, contact Chris
Arbutina at 2314619 or car-
butin@centredaily.com
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STATE COLLEGE — They
were a child’s dream for a
child’s nightmare.,

Into the dozens of shoe boxes

! and plastic bins went puzzles,

cars, costume jewelry,
bobks bubble soap, crayons,
fmammals _c‘h?lnd?' a lot of

eart from caring en.
“It's like a box of love,” said
Ruﬂ: McMu.llen of Ferguson

Lasl'. November, McMullen
m 6Gyear-old son, Jared, to
tumor. On Wednesday, in
%ﬁ Our Lady of Victory
oiic Church gym, she

Saturday,

tions and other treatments that
often lasted for hours.

On his visits, Jared would
bring a backpack full of toys.
McMullen remembers her son.
noticing other sick children
waiting without any diversions.

“It hurt Jared,” McMullen
said. “When he went by those
rooms and saw those kids with
nothing to do, he said to me,
‘Mommy, Why don't those kids
have an

“Jared wou]d be thrilled to
hear that these kids are willing
to do this,” she said. “He wanted
those children to play.”

Cindy Kolarik of State Col-
lege, a friend of the McMullens
whose two children filled boxes,
organized the effort. Kolarik
said the idea was to brighten the
lives of suffering children while
teaching campers, most of
whom lmew Jared, a lesson in
reaching out.!

“We were looking for some
Enyforﬂz:fsehdsto undersﬁndd o

€ Joys ol giving and helping
others,” she said.

inviting them to

June 23,

She sent out a flyer to parents -
and children QY

2001

Marc McMullen, 9

“Jared Boxes,” mmwmmmmum
cancer. With him at Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church’s vacation
mom:umumamu,s,ammmmm
Od'l'"i |

buy toys, games and “dollar-
store stuff” for the boxes. They
responded with enough to fill
several tables.

Among the campers was Vic-
toria Herr, 8, of Pine Grove
Mills. She chose a stuffed bird
and a paint set for her box items
and included a card with a hand-
drawn heart and a wish for a
" All the time

-lyu.mmmammm

Becky Drumheller, a certified
child life specialist with the hos-
pital, looks forward to giving the
boxes to young hospital and

all,
picked the items, she said.
“When it comes from kids to
f;a.fnsgomghatgbenghtong
or w eyemoy e
said. “Ttn

‘Dreams live on in toy boxes for stncken children

Penn State students during the
l1i?emm:’chs Jared battled for his

Daniel McMullen, 13, made a
box.ssdidhisll—mr-o’- Id sister
Sara and 9-year-old brother
Marc. They know what Jared

“You'll Be In My Heart” from

the movie “Tarzan™ — played.
Said McMullen: “Honoring

Jared this way is also hi

ourfam]ygoﬂtmughﬂ:e

ing process.
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