| Special
delivery
Boxes keep cancer
victim’s memory,

sentiment alive

By DOTTY MARTIN
For the Times Leader

ORTY FORT — Jared would be so

Sally Pointek’s third-graders at

Dana Elementary Center have made

40 Jared Boxes and plan to deliver

them to patients at Geisinger Wyoming Valley
Medical Center and Wilkes-Barre General

- Hospital.

A Jared Box is a plastic box filled with age- and
gender-appropriate toys and games. The boxes
are named after 6-year-old Jared McMullen of
Centre County, who died after a 13-month battle
against a malignant brain stem tumor. During
his many treatments, tests and doctor’s office
visits, he carried a backpack filled with his
favorite toys.

The toys helped him retain his sense of humor
and made the waiting pass more quickly. Jared
would often ask his mother, Ruth, why other sick
children didn't have toys with them.

The Jared Box project was started by Cindy
Kolarik of State College, a McMullen family
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The project came to Forty Fort by way of
Pointek’s sister, the Rev, Nancy Kuhns of State
College.

“l went to visit my sister in August and
learned about the project,” Pointek said. “And,
because we have Rosina in this class, | thought
this would be a great class project.”

Pointek referred to Rosina Lopuhovsky, who
was badly burned in a Swoyersville house fire

- during the summer. y

“The first week she came back, there were all
kids of questions,” Pointek said. “She was
scared, but talked about her experience in the
hospital.” .

" To fund the project, Pointek asked students’
parents to donate toys and money; students
saved money and teachers held two dress-down
days. Enough money was raised for Pointek’s 19
students to fill 40 boxes.

Michael Yeninas and Kyle Gitkos had difficulty
agreeing on what kind of stuffed animal to put in
the box they weré making, but finally decided on
a penguin. Also in the bax were cards, Play-Doh,
a book and pencil.

Kyle knew that he and his classmates were

@ HOW TO MAKE
A JARED BOX

Get a shoe box-sized plastic storage
box.

Determine If your box will be fora *
boy or girl and the recipient’s age.

Select Iitems for your box.
Suggestions include:

Children under 2 years old:

Bibs, rattles, soft books, teething
rings, booties, pacifiers, sippy cups
or battles. (Don't include small toys
that could cause choking.)
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